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Over the span of her 25-year career, Small has skillfully produced a
diverse range of performances, from intimate vignettes and
compelling straight plays to vibrant musicals, demonstrating her
remarkable breadth and versatility in the arts. Throughout this
journey, she has had the privilege of shaping young minds and
fostering creativity in countless students.

In this heartfelt endeavor, Small extends her deepest gratitude to the
Newburgh Enlarged City School District, the community that has
wholeheartedly embraced and supported her artistic vision,
particularly at South Middle School, where she has made an indelible
mark.

With immense affection and appreciation, Small dedicates this
performance to her family, whose unwavering love, resilience, and
patience have been the foundation of her success. Their steadfast
support, often unseen but always felt, has been a constant behind
the scenes. As her lifelong stage crew, their dedication has been a
testament to their enduring commitment to her work and passion.

Enjoy the show! 
Mrs. Small

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to
those who went above and beyond to assist in various

drama activities throughout the year. Your hard
work and dedication to our program have not gone

unnoticed, and we are truly grateful for your
invaluable contributions.

Danielle J. Small
Director & Choreographer

NYC DOE  Theater Educator, 21 Years
NECSD Theater Educator, 5 Years

South Middle Theater Educator, 23-25
“With man this is impossible, but with God

all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 

We appreciate YOU! 

From, Th
e Directors

Additional AknowldgementAdditional AknowldgementAdditional Aknowldgement



MEGAN WILSON
sCENIC dIRECTOR

Ms. Serra has taught 8th grade English at South Middle
School for five years. A strong supporter of the performing
arts, she helps bring productions to life through graphic
design for posters and playbills.

Her love of storytelling extends beyond the classroom. She
enjoys reading, writing, and editing, and draws inspiration
from immersive worlds in video games. When she’s not
working with words or design, she can often be found working
on and building cars.

CARLY SERRA
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

As a first year teacher, Lion King has been Ms. Wilson’s first
opportunity to participate in a school production, which has
been an amazing experience to get to know South and all the
creativity is has to offer. 

Ms. Wilson is incredibly grateful for all the dedicated students
who stayed after school to help this show come to life and the
South Middle School community for always offering a helping
hand along the way!

Behind the scenes
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Behind the scenes

Thank you parents!

To our amazing parents — thank you from the bottom of
our hearts for your unwavering support, generosity, and
countless hours of volunteer work. Whether you were

driving to rehearsals, helping with costumes, building sets,
organizing snacks, or simply cheering from the sidelines,
your presence made all the difference. Your dedication to
the Drama Club and commitment to this team have helped
create an unforgettable experience for every student

involved. We are truly grateful for your partnership, your
patience, and your belief in the magic of theater.



Alex Llanos
Rafiki

Ezekiel Murray
Young simba

WHO'S WHO

Alexander is a talented young 6th grader at south middle school. He starred
in skits n bits “Mr. Joseph is a werewolf” in November, and ever since then
he has developed a love for drama. He plays games and relaxes in his
spare time, and sometimes draws. He would like to thank his family, and his
drama teacher. He hopes to play in an experience like this again.

Danielle Baidoo is a kind,energetic and empathetic 6  grader. She
started her acting when she did her first play “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph
Is a Werewolf" where she was both the writer and an actor. She played a
teacher. In her free time, she watches movies and sings. She is thankful
for her parents and her grandparents for their support.
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Danielle Baidoo
Rafiki

Ezekiel Murry is a 6th grader who loves football,science,instruments,and
family. This is his first real life production but he wants to take his acting
skills to the next level and maybe go to acting school. Zeke hopes to
have a great play and rock it He thanks his family for all of their
sacrifices.

Jefferson is a 6th grader didn’t like Drama, but now loves it. Jefferson
was an actor in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf". He loves
hanging out with friends and making people laugh. He wants to thank his
parents for supporting and helping him, Mrs. Small for helping find his  
passion and his BFF Sophia, for helping him at his lowest.

Jefferson Andino Melendez
young simba

To Carmelo and the entire Lion King cast and crew,

You are heroes!  You have overcome unexpected challenges in
preparing for this show.  You never panicked.  You stayed loyal
to your vision and to each other.  You balanced “hakuna matata”
with “being prepared”.  You have earned your place of strength
in the Pride Lands!

Carmelo, we are so proud of you.  You are a leader who is
creative, organized, forward-thinking, and generous.  It
may be Simba who stands on Pride Rock, but you are our
King!  Busa ngo thando bo.

Congratulations!  Here’s to many shows to come.

Love, Mom and Dad
Nicole and Steve Sosler



Carmelo Sosler
Stage Manager / student director

Mya is a 6th grader who likes to have fun and is very joyful. She was in  “Bits
and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf" where she played Mya. Her favorite
hobbies are playing outside with her sister. She would like to thank Mrs. Small
because she helped her get the role n The Lion King as young Nala.

WHO'S WHO

Rylie is a 6  grade girl with a strong passion for the performing arts. She made
her first debut in a short film, “Dancing with the Dead”. She enjoys sketching and
dancing. She thanks her friends and family for the love and support they gave
her along the way. 
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Rylie Zera
Young Nala

Ian Sanchez
Simba

Ian is a Mexican energetic, smart kid. He participated in Lion King Junior as
Zazu and Willy Wonka Junior as Grandpa Joe and was in various recitals. He
likes to play piano in his spare time. He is thankful for his family and friends,
especially his mom, Zoe, and Alejandro who he Is grateful to have now.

Joseph Valentine loves doing theatre and performing in front of audiences. He’s
been in a couple other shows, and is in the production of Beetlejuice Jr. He
made his debut in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf". He loves making
games in a game called Rec Room. I would like to thank Mrs. Small for letting
him in this amazing production of The Lion King Jr. He would also like to thank
Kate and Jake at Beacon Performing Art center for helping get to this point.

Joseph Valentine
simba

Mya Whitted
Young Nala

Carmelo Sosler is currently a 7th grader at South Middle School.
He first participated in the drama program as an actor in the 6th
grade performance of Mr. Phoenix is a Vampire Part 2. He later
stage managed his first play, Beautiful Hair, in 6th grade.

Carmelo has stayed active in drama and is now a Student
Director. That wasn’t always the plan. He originally wanted to
continue as a stage manager for Lion King Jr., and he did for
about a month. Then one day before rehearsal, Mrs. Small
asked him if he wanted to direct a scene. He said yes, and since
then he has directed 3 scenes, helped with edits, and assisted
Mrs. Small.

Carmelo hopes to continue as a stage manager or Co-
Director/Student Director. Outside of drama, he enjoys reading,
playing sports like baseball, golf, and hockey, and spending time
with friends. He actually enjoys school and likes all his classes,
even though he doesn’t like waking up early. He also hopes to
play sports next year when drama isn’t happening.

Carmelo would like to thank his family and friends for their
support, especially his parents for always driving him
everywhere, Mrs. Small for the opportunities she has given him,
and the cast and crew for not laughing in his face every time he
told them to do something.



Meet The Ensemble Cast & Crew Shout-Outs

The message for the playbill: Isabel, we are so proud of you. So proud of
your hard work and trying new things! Love Mom, Dad, Sophia and Chris

Bryce, we see your growth and your bravery. You’re doing amazing
things. We’re so proud of you. Love you always. – Mom & Dad

Zekey, our courageous, loving, gifted boy.  shine in this role like only you
can! You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you son!

Congrats Adalia and Alex, we are all so proud of you. And remember,
“ …Everything is possible to the one who believes.” Mark 9:23

Congratulations Angelina we are so proud of you. Love, mom,frank
and family. keep up the great work.

Marley, We are so proud of your dedication, ILY- Mom,Mike & Family /
I’m Proud of you Marley, I Love You Shining Star-Love Dad

Congratulations Kayleigh! We are all so proud of you! Love,
your family.

Ian you are talented, intelligent and energetic. Always walk with
faith towards your goals. Fam loves you and are proud of you. 

Congratulations Payton, keep up the great work, we are so proud of
you ! Love Mom & Family

Bravo Rhodes and the entire Lion King Jr. cast & crew! Your
teamwork and spirit shine on stage. Love Mom, Dad, and Sutton



Cast & Crew Shout-Outs

We are so proud of you Nakai, break a leg. Mom and Dad
love you "Scar" lol

Congratulations Noah! We are so proud of you . Keep
shining bright !!

Congratulations Grace! We are so proud of your hard
work and commitment!

Congratulations Mya! We love you so much. Love Mom,
Dad and Sister

So proud of you Elizabeth! Keep up the great work.
Love Mom, Dad, and Ryan. 

Congratulations Josias! We are so proud of you , Love
Mom & family !!

Carmelo, you are a leader who is creative, organized,
and generous. We are so proud of you. Love, Mom and Dad

WHO'S WHO

Lillie is a hard working student and who is in 6th grade, and performed in “Bits and
Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf”. She was seen in The Lion King Jr. as a lioness
and has played Mulan in the production Mulan, both at Fostertown. She loves to
spend time with family and friends, dancing and to gymnastics. Lastly, she would
like to thank her Mom, Dad, grandparents and Mrs. Small for all of the support.

Lillie Hinds
Nala

Josias Woody
Mufasa

Josias is “bright brained” boy who has a “passion” for theater. He could also be
considered athletic and smart. He debuted as a director and actor in “Bits and
Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf” as the principal, Mr. Phoenix. He loves to play
video games and watching tv.  He thanks his family for supporting and
encouraging him.

Noah is a compatable and kind person whose goal in life is to become a world
class actor. He’s been in two shows at his elementary school and one show at his
middle school. He had very few lines, but when it comes to the Lion King, he is
coming out. He loves differrent movies and all different genres. He thanks his
parents and teachers for supporting him and bringing him to where he is now. 

Noah Small
Zazu

Sophia is a 6th grader who has 3 cats and 1 dog. She loves animals and is a
sweet, funny person who is very stage confident. Sophia made her debut in the
play “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf" where she was an actor. Sophia
loves art but prefers to sketch, she also likes art and to be on stage. She thanks all
her friends, family and Mrs. Small for their support

Sophia Hawkins
Nala

Congrats Ben! We are so proud of you! Love, Your Family

Sophia Ann you've been a star since you were born. We love
you endlessly 

Joey, we're so proud of your dedication! Have so much fun!



Alaysha is a 6th grader at South middle school. Alaysha has passion for
this play and confidence because she has done this before. She was in
The Lion King Jr in 4th grade at Fostertown Elementary where she was a
singer and young Nala. She is thankful for her mom, dad, family and
friends because she doesn’t know where she would be without them.

Kayleigh McGowan
Shenzi

Kayleigh McGowan is in 7th grade. She plays the role of Shenzi. This is also her first
ever play, which she is very excited to be in. She has made many friends in the play
and would like to thank them for being there. In her free time she likes to be outside
and on the phone with her friends. She would like to thank her parents and Mrs.Small
for making it possible.

Payton Ranger
Pumbaa

WHO'S WHO

Jacob is a dedicated 11 year old whose dream is to one day have the
world know his name and who he is. His debut was at GAMS in Ba Ba
Black Sheep and he played Brown Bear. His favorite thing to do is play
games, soccer,  sports and spend time with his friends and family. 

Jacob Luna
Pumbaa

Payton is a very dedicated sixth grader who puts her mind to things and
goes for it. She is a poet and no stranger to the stage. Ever since 3rd grade,
she has felt the thrill of stepping on stage: dance, chorus, band, Talent
shows, and acting. She also enjoys flag football, but loves the winter snow,
and hot chocolate cookies. She would like to thank is Ms. Lane the
recommendation letter that started it all.

Aleina is a 7th grader. She is a good actor and loves the stage. In her free
time, Aleina likes to run and also to crochet. Aleina loves acting and has been
in two productions call “Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix is a Vampire” and
Typecast. She hopes to pursue acting. Aleina thanks her mom and dad for
their unconditional support.

Aleina Negron
timon

Alaysha Rivera
timon

Nakai Gilchrist is a passionate 6th grader that always wanted to perform on stage.
Nakai debuted in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf” as the writer and an
actor. In her free time she plays the piano, sings, dances, and draws. Nakai is
thankful for her family and friends for their love and support, Ms. Lane for writing
her recommendation letter, and Mrs. Small for giving her a role in The Lion King
Junior. 

Nakai GilChrist
SCAR

Adalia LLanos
Shenzi

Adalia is a 7th grader and loves to perform on stage. Her first show was as a police
officer in the play 101 Dalmatians, she also participated in the play “Typecast” as
Ms. Ball, and as an actor for the “Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix is a Vampire”. In her
spare time, she enjoys singing and dancing. She gives thanks to her mom and dad
for supporting and being there for her.



Who’s Who

Marley Victor
sarabi

Marley is an accomplished Drama student. Her debut was in “Bits and
Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf." Some of Marley's favorite hobbies
include drawing, painting, dancing, and Arts and Crafts. Marley is
known as a kind-hearted, caring, and helpful person. She would love to
thank Mrs. Small, her mom, her dad, her stepdad, and her sisters. 

Isabel McMaster
Sarafina

Isabel is a sixth grader who found out she loved theater through drama
class. She wouldn’t be in the Lion King Jr. without finding this out and
going to drama. She was in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf”
as crew. She likes to watch anime, play roblox, draw, and read. She
would like to thank her family for their love and support.

Angelina Vasquez
Sarafina

Angelina is a kind and creative 6th grader. She hasn't been in plays,
but she has been in many concerts while at her old school. In her free
time, she talks to her friends, plays games, and watches her favorite
shows or youtube channels. She would like to thank her friends and
family for supporting her along the way. 

Sanai Freckleton
Banzai

Sanai is an energetic 6  grader who enjoys acting, hanging out with
friends and family.  Sania would like to that her family for their love and
support.  She would like to thank Mrs. Small for the opportunity to be in
The Lion King Jr. production.
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Jordyn Hines
Banzai

Jordyn likes to have fun. She is a swimmer, gymnast, and drummer. She
plays Shunze in Lion King Jr, her first big break. She feels powerful and
keeps her head up high and no matter what. She never lets anyone bring
her down. She used to feel like she didn't have a voice, but in 5th grade
she found it. She thought that if she did Lion King Jr. she would get a
confidence boost.Not only did she gin confidence she gained a lot of
friends along the way. That’s why she loves drama so much.

Elizabeth Batchelor
Ed

Elizabeth is kind,hardworking,loyal, and is in 7th grade. She has
participated in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix Is a Vampire”, Beautiful,
and,the Hispanic Heritage Celebration. She also enjoys volleyball, art,
and hanging with her friends. She would like to thank her family,
friends, and Ms.Small for their support. 

A’Lauryn is a 7th grade student who loves the stage. She has been in
multiple plays since she was 7 years old including The Sound of Music,
Lion King jr, Typecast, “Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix is a Vampire” and
many more. She likes to go outside, talk to her friends and to hang with
her family. She wants to thank her parents, little sister, and her family
for their wonderful support they gave her. 

A’Lauryn Spooner
sarabi



Behind the scenesBehind the Scenes

Hakuna Matata to the cast & crew! From, 
The Macchiaroli Family

Blake, We're so excited for your debut performance! You'll be an
amazing Pumba as in all you do. Love you always! Mom, Dad & Ethan



To Our Incredible
Cast & Crew,

 Your talent, dedication, and
unwavering commitment have

brought The Lion King Jr. to life in
the most amazing way. We are so

proud of everything you’ve
accomplished — on stage, behind the

scenes, and in every moment in
between.

Thank you for your heart, your
teamwork, and your passion.

You are the pride of this production.
With gratitude and love,

Ms. Hunt, Mrs. Small & Mrs. Nathaniel

Who’s Who

Juana garcia is a 6th grader this is her first time participating in a show “The lion
king jr” shes a part of the assemble crew and performs really well.I would like to
thank my mom for all the support she has given to me during this i would also like
to thank my friends,the cast crew and Ms.small for motivating me and for being
such good people to me.

Violet is a hard working person and very excited for the show this school year. In
their free time, they like to play soccer. They participate in cross country in the fall.
They would like to thank their friends and family for their support of them.

Juana Garcia-Perez
ensemble

Violet Batelic
ensemble

Grace Sukhai
Ensemble

Grace Sukhai is 13 years old and is in 7th grade at South Middle School. This is her
2nd performance at this school and she is in the ensemble for Lion King Jr. She’s
very excited for this play because all of the cast and crew are very nice and
kindhearted people. She would like to thank Mrs. Small, her friends, and her family
for all their support.

Abram Mauro
crew

Abram Mauro is  13 year old 8th grader at south middle school. This is his 1 year
working crew for the school play.  He’s very excited to be part of the crew and
enjoys the effort they put it in this play  He would like to thank Mrs. Small for the
opportunity and his family for their support.

Ryan Clark
Crew

Ryan is a 6th grade drama student that likes to play Roblox and to go
outside. Ryan hs been in Bits and Skits: Mr. Joseph Is a Werewolf”  
and was a side character. Ryan likes to relax, call his friends, hang out
with his cousins, and likes to play soccer. He would like to thank his
friends and parents for their support and help. 

Benjamin Colon
Crew

Elizabeth is kind, hardworking, loyal, and is in 7th grade. She has
participated in “Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix Is a Vampire”, Beautiful Hair,
and,the Hispanic Heritage Celebration. She also enjoys volleyball, art, and
hanging with her friends. She would like to thank her family, friends, and
Mrs. Small for their support. 

Bryce Vega
crew

Bryce is a crafty, creative 12 year old boy. He was stage crew in both  
“Bits and Skits: Mr. Phoenix Is a Vampire” and Beautiful Hair. He likes to
draw in his spare time and likes trains. Bryce is very thankful for his
family who have consistently supported him.

Rhodes Garcia
crew

Rhodes is a dedicated 7th grader who enjoys having backstage roles such
as sound, lighting, and props. Some plays he has worked in are: “Bits and
Skits: Mr. Phoenix Is a Vampire”, Beautiful Hair, and Typecast. In his spare
time, Rhodes likes to play percussion in the school band, sing in chorus,
build robots, mentor students, and fence. He credits his loving parents for
all the love and support they have given.    



For Matthew

our Honorary Mufasa

NFA NORTH

This was a challenge… but we persevered.

We never imagined doing a show away from our home, 
but this reminded us—it’s not about the stage… it’s about the people.

And through it all, you showed up.

You supported.
You anchored.

You loved.
You lifted this cast in every way possible.

We know you carried some of
the stress with us—and we thank you for that.

Thank you for checking on me.
Thank you for the encouraging words.

Thank you for offering your help.
Thank you for making sure our students got to North safely.

Because of you, we made it—no matter where the stage was.

We are South Strong.
We are capable.
We are worthy.

We are unstoppable.

SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL

Thank you for welcoming us into your beautiful home. Mr. Doddo, your
leadership is truly exceptional, and it is clearly reflected in the sense
of peace throughout your building. We are incredibly grateful for
your hospitality, and your staff was warm, welcoming, and outstanding.
Thank you again.

Forever in

Our hearts
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